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Jean Bodin, Auteur de la " Republique". By Roger Chauvire, 
Docteur es Lettres. (Paris: Honore Champion. 1914. Pp. 

544-) 

Colloque de Jean Bodin des Secrets Caches des Choses Sublimes 
entre Sept Sgauans qui sont de Differens Sentimens. Edited by 
Roger Chauvire, Docteur es Lettres. (Paris: Honore Cham- 
pion. 1914. Pp. 213.) 

Two important contributions to the literature of Bodin appear at the 
same time, and not without good reason, for the author of the biography- 
builds largely with materials found in the work which he edits. Further- 
more, the Colloque de Jean Bodin is less familiarly known than his writ- 
ings on political science and his views on religion have substantial 
grounds of their own for publication. 

The colloquy on " the hidden secrets of things sublime " is an ex- 
tended dialogue between seven learned men of different sentiments who 
in turn defend the various sects of Christianity and the great religions 
of the world, with a scheme of natural religion as well. This was a 
work of the later years of Bodin's life and was considered so danger- 
ously heretical that it remained in manuscript until the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Its circulation in copies and translations was, however, consid- 
erable in learned circles and was the subject of comment and refutation 
by defenders of the faith like Hugo Grotius. The present edition is 
printed from a manuscript translation dating from the early part of the 
seventeenth century, the editor believing that this is more truly repre- 
sentative of the original work than the faulty Latin texts from which 
the printed edition of 1857 was made. Furthermore M. Chauvire has 
confined his labors chiefly to the fourth book of Bodin's work, providing 
for the other four a brief synopsis only. The author's interminable pro- 
lixity is sufficient ground for this selection and even Liber IV. which 
contains the gist of the discussion is subject to liberal excision. The 
extent of the favor thus conferred upon the reader is realized when one 
attempts to absorb any portion of the 358 closely printed pages of the 
Latin edition. Notwithstanding these repellent features of the book, the 
editor points out that from an artistic point of view the Colloque is the 
most successful of Bodin's works. Without extraneous description or 
comment, but simply through the words of their respective parts in the 
dialogue, Bodin has made seven characters stand out in vivid distinct- 
ness. They not only represent the theories of a group of religions but 
depict the living personalities of typical devotees. Of this result the 
fourth book here printed is sufficient evidence. 

In his larger work M. Chauvire devotes about one-fifth of his space 
to the external biography of Bodin, a similar amount to his intellectual 
development, and some three hundred and fifty pages to the sources and 
theories of his Politique. Concerning Bodin's origin and family connec- 
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tion there has been considerable dispute, it being asserted on the one 
hand that his Christian father had married a Spanish Jewess, and to this 
was to be ascribed his evident predilection for Hebrew ideas. Docu- 
mentary evidence of his birth is wanting, but M. Chauvire points out that 
Bodin's affection for the Old Testament is of slow development, that as 
author of the Method of Historical Study at the age of thirty-six he is 
clearly a Christian, and that his favorable views of Judaism appear 
chiefly in the Colloque written at the end of his life. The tradition 
seems to have resulted from an attempt in later time to explain the pres- 
ence of these unpopular and heretical leanings. It is clear that in early 
youth he enjoyed the friendship and protection of eminent members of 
the clergy, and that throughout his life he conformed to the established 
religion. 

In tracing the intellectual attitude of Bodin the author draws co- 
piously from the Colloque. As to which of the characters in that work 
stood for the writer's own opinions there has also been extensive con- 
troversy. Equally accused of being Solomon the Jew, Toralba the advo- 
cate of natural religion, or Senamy the devotee of all the gods that are, 
the guilt of any one of these would make him a dangerous enemy of 
society in the sixteenth century. He was suspected of sympathy with 
the Protestant movement and was marked for persecution with its fol- 
lowers. At the same time, while conforming outwardly to the govern- 
ment which gave him official position, he was composing a treatise which 
invoked the toleration of all religions under the shadow of St. Bar- 
tholomew. 

In discussing the sources of Bodin's Republic the author touches 
upon the great authorities in political science whose traces can be found 
in the work, from Aristotle to Calvin and his contemporaries. That he 
made use of the records of the States General and was familiar with a 
great quantity of the pamphlet literature of his day is equally evident, 
and this chapter lends valuable suggestion for the study of opinion in 
this period. To fit into the politics of that time the scientific views of 
this great theorist is a more difficult task, for the determination of the 
extent of their influence in his lifetime is elusive, but toward this end 
this book has made a conspicuous advance. 

J. M. Vincent. 

The Institution of the Archpriest Blackwell: a Study of the Transi- 
tion from Paternal to Constitutional and Local Church Govern- 
ment among the English Catholics, 1595 to 1602. By John 
Hungerford Pollen, S. J. (London and New York : Long- 
mans, Green, and Company. 1916. Pp. x, 106.) 
Most of the books on the Archpriest Controversy have been written 
from the secular point of view; Father Pollen's volume therefore adds 
definitely to the literature on the subject a conspicuously moderate, 



